4 NEWS

Follow us on Twitter @WestminsterXtra

Clinic is
tackling
‘long
Covid’
PATIENTS experiencing
lingering symptoms of
Covid-19 are being
treated at a “long Covid”
clinic in Bloomsbury,
writes Tom Foot.
The NHS service at the
National Hospital for
Neurology,
in Queen
Square,
aims to
help
discharged
Covid-19
patients with
sustained headaches,
muscle weakness, and the
memory loss condition
“brain fog”.
It has been funded with
£65,000 from the National
Brain Appeal charity.
Patient Lyth Hishmeh,
26, said: “Before Covid
I was someone who
would read research
papers to relax.
“My memory was nonexistent. I didn’t feel like
myself any more. I
couldn’t think, watch a
film, or read an article.”
After discharge from
hospital his symptoms
persisted but this was
diagnosed as anxiety.
The clinic, which is run
by University College
London Hospitals, has
already seen more than 50
patients since it opened;
currently it is online.
Consultant Dr Patricia
McNamara said: “While
we’ve gained knowledge
about Covid-19 and its
neurological
complications in recent
months, it is still an
evolving field.”
The National Brain
Appeal raises funds for
the National Institute of
Neurology, part of the
UCLH, in Queen Square.
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After LTN for estate is scrapped, supporters cry ‘foul’ over a ‘smear campaign’

Low-traffic scheme row goes on
by TOM FOOT

A FLAGSHIP plan to
close off roads around an
estate was axed because of
“tiny numbers” of objecting residents, campaigners
have claimed.
The Low Traffic Neighbourhood (LTN) scheme
at the Hyde Park estate
had been championed by
councillors but was
scrapped after opposition
grew.
Roads around the estate,
which is estimated to have
6,000 residents, would
have been closed to traffic
as part of the green
scheme.
There were 231 negative
responses and 189 positive

Shaun Bailey

Chris Gunness

responses to a survey,
according to a Freedom of
Information request by the
Hyde Park Estate Residents (HyPER) group.
“Hardly the sort of
numbers to justify cancellation of a scheme,” suggested campaign chief
Chris Gunness. “On top of

these figures, over 200
responses were submitted
without postcodes, at
roughly the same times,
and with markedly similar texts, all overwhelmingly negative, suggesting
they were part of a smear
campaign.”
He added: “The tiny

numbers opposing can
hardly constitute serious
opposition.
“Many who were in
favour didn’t respond
because they’d been led
to believe the scheme
would be established.”
The LTN set out to stop
rat-running in roads
around the large estate
and area sometimes
called Connaught Village.
Mr Gunness believed
the scheme could lead to a
new “piazza” feel for the
area while boosting air
quality and health.
But the Conservative
council called the project
to a halt in November following objections from
the Hyde Park estate offi-

cial residents’ association,
which had warned that
the proposals were divisive and leading to confrontations.
Other outspoken critics
included resident Daniel
Astaire, a former longstanding
Westminster
Council cabinet member.
Politically, Conservative London mayoral
hopeful Shaun Bailey is
campaigning against the
schemes across London at
the same time Westminster Council was promoting them.
Council cabinet member Andrew Smith said in
November: “It is clear
there is not a consensus in
support of the proposed

scheme”, and added: “We
have made the decision
not to progress with the
proposed Low Traffic
Neighbourhood.”
This week a city council spokesperson said:
“Although there was not a
clear consensus of support for these particular
proposals, driving the
decision not to proceed
with this specific programme at this stage, this
does not mean that the
door is closed on plans for
this area. We will continue our ongoing engagement with the local community and will work to
formulate balanced and
well-informed proposals
for the future.”
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All I want for…

Mariah Carey’s Christmas special proved to be a favourite with the gorilla troop, said zookeeper Glynn Hennessy

LONDON Zoo gorillas normally
listen to Classic FM and have a
particular penchant for Bach.
But this week mums
Mjukuu and Effie, and
youngsters Gernot and Alika
got a taste of some Christmas
classics, with Mariah Carey’s
All I Want for Christmas the
pick of the crop.
Zookeeper Glynn Hennessy
said: “Every time it came on
Alika and Gernot came as
close to the radio as possible

to listen better – we only ever
have it on quietly, but they
definitely wanted to hear
more of Mariah’s dulcet tones.
But the radio has been airing
some cracking Christmas
tunes lately, which is how we
discovered their love for the
songstress.
“The troop enjoys listening
to music as much as we do, we
normally play them Classic
FM, as they’re firm fans of
Bach.”
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