
HyPER POPUP PLANTS

OUR VISION
HyPER Popup Plants is an initiative set up by residents of 
the Hyde Park Estate. We are looking to turn pockets of 
the local area into flower beds and gardens. We want to 
enhance the public space for both residents and visitors, 
making green spaces to walk through and spend time at. 

The project aims to contribute to the local area in many 
ways, including:

- The upkeep of the plants will be managed by 
local people, providing a community activity for 
residents to get to know each other.

- The plants and trees will be chosen to be effec-
tive  air pollutant absorbers. 

- The spaces will be truly public. In contrast to the 
many local gated squares, they will provide an 
outside place, which is accessible to everyone. 

- Planting on the edge of roads is proven to re-
duce vehicle speeds by the ‘edge effect’; the 
plants affect the driver’s perception of lane width, 
prompting them to go slower.

- The spaces will bring opportunities for insect ho-
tels and bird boxes. 

- Possibilities to involve local schools and busi-
nesses in the planting and maintenance.

B    Bathurst Street

Example of a medium scale intervention: 
The  existing space is used for fly-tipping, it’s a large 
unused area that could become a green space with 
seating.
Proposal: two raised beds and two dug out beds. 
Wooden bench seating with a central patio area. 
Space for emergency access to the road is retained 
in the design and the proposal does not change 
parking bay numbers. 



HyPER POPUP PLANTS

HOW IT WORKS
CONSTRUCTION
In liaison with Westminster Council and other 
local stakeholders such as the Church Com-
missioners, proposals and designs for gar-
dens will be put forward for initial discussion 
and subsequent implementation. It is pro-
posed that a small scale pilot is undertaken 
first, with one or two small sites on the Estate.

MAINTENANCE
Residents will be responsible for looking af-
ter the garden. Each plot will be assigned to 
specific people, who will ensure the plants 
and space are appropriately cared for. The 
scheme will be supervised by HyPER.
Materials and tools will be kept on existing 
private sites. We have one confirmed loca-
tion for storing tools and materials, but will be 
looking for more across the area.

FUNDING 
We will be looking for funding for the initial 
construction of each space. 
The maintenance will be funded by communi-
ty sponsorship from residents and businesses. 

BONNINGTON SQUARE 
PARADISE PROJECT,
Vauxhall
The project began as a re-
sponse to a proposal to de-
velop a small, poorly main-
tained park.
The Bonnington Square 
Garden Association built a 
Pleasure Garden with fund-
ing and support from the 
Local Council in 1994. The 
garden is exclusively main-
tained by residents and re-
ceives no ongoing funding 
from any source except for 
fund raising.

Over time the project has ex-
panded over the surround-
ing streets. The Paradise Pro-
ject is an attempt to provide 
some harmony between 
nature and inner city living. 
Some of the interventions 
are very small, yet they have 
a very powerful impact, cre-
ating an extraordinary place 
to live in and visit.
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SCOPE

A

B
C

D

E

A Hyde Park Crescent C Stanhope Terrace D Connaught Street E Titchborne Row

D   Hyde Park Square/ Strathearn Place

Example of a small-medium scale intervention: 
The existing space is excessively hardscaped. Planting would 
soften the area, and also make the zebra crossing more visi-
ble to encourage drivers to slow down.
Proposal: paving stones are removed to create small plant-
ing beds. Plants to be low lying to ensure people can be 
seen at the crossing. 

The gardens can work on many plot sizes, and there 
are plenty of opportunity sites around the Hyde Park 
Estate. The smallest scale would be flowers at the 
base of trees, but areas like cul-de-sacs could make 
for large gardens including places to sit. 
The following locations are potential sites to begin 
the scheme with:

We are aware of the plans for the Connaught Village 
Green, with which this project could tie-in.


